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INTRODUGCTION

Due {o unforeseen personal circumstances of your Lditor ricn T won't
bore you with here), it was not possible to bring out the Sprirg edition of
LANTEHRN as planned, Apologies to all subscribers who walted in vgin Tor it to
arrive and who, by now, no doubt imsgine that LANTEEN has gone o the well]

Howewer, to malke up for the lack of a Spring issue, we bring wou a special
'double! Summer issue, & few weels earlier then its normsl publicetisn date,
Thig double issue has given us the oppurtunity to put inte print = full-langth
article by lMike Burgess detailing his investipations and researck i-to thet
legendary Norfolk gisnt Tom Hicksthrift; an article which would heve lost Some-
bhing if we had had to spread it ascross thrme or four normel-sized issuss of
LANTERN. In the last issue of LANTERN it wes annourced that thig issue would
carry more detalls of the apparition seen on the AI2 near Lowestoit, Since then
some interesting discoveries have besn made regarding this I!ghogt! an? the re—
sulting article, which has now grown semewvhat, will be held over urtil next is—
sue due to lack of space.

Hhich brings us to the Autumn issue, walch will mark a large cha=ze 1o She
format of TANTERN, as it will be produced in 45/1itho. This reduces size -411
help us cut downon the postage and handling charges and at the ssme L =21Z —uF
presentation of aricles ste,, ecpecially from the point of view of Srewine
and illustrations, '

Finally, we once again ask everyons to keep the articles, press--oTtin s
ete., coming in, Your support in the woy of artééles will ensure thet 51T
contimies to cover the widest range nossible of Bast Snglian curicsizizs,

Tvran Suun,
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Moterdial in this publication is Qopyright of the authors ond, whexn o s

of the BSIG. Unlesgs stoted othervise the opinions expressed in LilTTZ s=e -p3
neeeesarily those of the Editor or of the BSIG.
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comprising of news, articles, notes and reviews., It is publizze- £ ink Sonds
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investigation of unexpleined phenomena in Bast Anglia,
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In the Winter I980 issue of LANTERN (Mo.32,p.l12), we wrote of the experisnce of
Lrme Dlarke of Lowestof't who, on December Z28th, I9E0, saw ftwo odd, hooded fig_
ureg by the side of the ATZ road near Elythburgh, Suffolk, The February IoST
issue of the Waveney Clerion (Vol.9, Ho.2, p.7) carried a followup article to
this story when Anne, together with the Editor of the Ularion and a couple of
friends returned to the spot for a look sround. With the kimd permission of the
FEditor of the Waveney Clarion, we reproduce that article here, under its orig-
insl title:

COoOULD BECOWME A HABIT

The windscreen wipers intermittently hodn't been raining the previous time.
moaned., Li was cold, damp, low mourn- I collected the car, ond we repoir-
ful cloud lay overhead. We were possibly ed to the White Hart for further dia-
late (though we didn't know if the time cusesion.

was significant}, THE INGIDENT
"How did you feel last time, Anne?? On Sunday 28th December, I980,inne
“"Belaxed, Just going out for a drink Clarke was in = car travelling south
in the country, sitting in the back, down the AI2, She wops sitting in  the
Juiet and relaxed.' back. Just pest the Southwold turn

I tried to relax. But knowing that I she saw, through the front offside
wag tenee for no 'rational! reason meant part of the windscreen, o fipure sit-
that serenity was difficult to achieve. 4ing on o fenees well back from the
We were on an expedition into the un— right-hnnd rocdgide. Le she watched,
known (espscially as the asccelerator it got off the fence, and walked to
cable was still held on by o length of the edge of the road, followed by a—
rubber windsecresen besding, — thzt was nother figure. Both wore long and vol-
g coincidencé., We Werc.i.sie)s We wers uninous clooks or hobits, heovily couw
going to look sf the place vwhers two ap- led so their faces were obscured,Their
paritions had been sssn, partly b0 as- hends were held high in front of them,
certain if there waes snything physieal holding wirite cords or somsthing aime
which would agecount for the appesrancs Bl Bkt
of the hooded fipurses, and partly to lo- fnnels first thought "Stupid ploce

cate the sxact spot, to hitch-hike", and her second "Foncy
The Blythburgh bend., We slowed, Past dress party", were both undsrmined,

the road signs. for ghe turned to wotch them out of
"irs we bthore yet?! the back window. The figures had dis-

"We're way past it", I said, trying oppesred.
not to gloat, 'or where you described it  lNobody else ib the car hed seen the
anyw%y.“_ . Tipgures,

;hg’ E?? Ih'?rhere_ 1 oo " _ The next day, 4uns reng Ivan Bunn of
ey ifofieozéagdSiufizdpﬁiizz zir %E;‘ the Borderline Science Investigatbion

- 15 - 5 1 ¥ - L - s =]
White Hart. The ;olice car had gone, 1 Gty ol TOCIGHEe 08 AT eran
pulled over onto the verge wiere Anne _ HiSTORY HINTS
Clarke nslked me. 1f ono assumes that Mg Clorke saw

Anne leaped out. Here, it was Jjust two fipurcs dreased in o foshion not
Here, They were on a fence, Then they  Common these days, speciclly on  the
«s. look the branches are bent, like a AlZ2 on g cool Sunday aight in the midw
fence. She (I reached for = fag, I was 4le of winter, ond thet they inexplic-

swept with fear, T!d ziven up). ably disappeared, then one thinks of
Amme had gons 20 ynrds doim the rood sessfphosts. But afbter thot you start
in the direetion of the village. wondering if there is any rescszon for
"THt wos here, I ecan fesl 1ith, these particular ishogste. Henee our
There was n gate set well back,which trip bock, to sse if thers was any—
jou can't sce from a car trovelling thing thers that might cxplaoin the vi-
south. sion, We didnt't find anything. Anne

4 cor went by, There didn't secem to loows ghe sow thom, so is there any
be aty woy the scrapgpy branches or wil- Ioformation which would glve substance

ting grass could be mistaken for two to the sighting?
dark-habited covled ménks, eben in the POACHERS
reflected light of heodlamps. And it Jaxiet Becker's book 'Blythburgh'! con-
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toins soveral refercnces to o priory,
gitunted behind and to the enst of Bly—
thburgh church, It was the home of fua—
tin or Blseck Conons,

The priory wasn't an immenze thriving
place — in IATS there were 3 canons
{(VHistory of Dumwich'® by Gardoner)- and
they were not rich: "The Monor Holls
hirt that gome of them occupied their
time poaching the rabbits in the Iordls
warrens on the heath." (Becker).

This order of Canonsz, aphsrently,
wers expected to cntor sculcr socleby

{near enough where the present crogeing
is), workers found many skulls and
skeletong, 3eversl of the workers and
paszersly who Hondled the bones were
attacked by o virulent ddsease.

One mooy and o boy died. Could the
skeletons fiove included Conons from
the priowry, wWho had suffered greatly
during the Blaock Deoth?

OTHEER LXFERIENCES

one Turther oddity. & pentlemon
nomed Geoffrey Wobtersonm was in  the a—
rea just after Christmea, and when

on aceasions and work smongst the people. Armme began degeribing her exnerience

Go the appecrancc of the figuees ount-
side of the priory is accepballe,
TENUOUS THEOHY

When Arne wos describing the 'monks!?
ghe zzid they took peculiorly small
steps, and she felt they were ill ov
proboably weolk. Thoogh there is probabily
no relationship at 211, it is interest—
ing to note thet in 1879, while molking
an embankment for the TGrect Bridge!

— without saying, I think, where - he

exclaimed "God, not at Elythbunrgh."
Geoff's somswhal surprising renci-
ion wns ensily exploined. He had been
hitching bock frem London, and was ho-
ving ¢ degperale tims. It woa very
laote. dig he wolked up the AX2, Jjust
rounid the bernd from the Southwold
turn {north of the other side) he sud-
denly felt frightened (his hair netu-
21ly stood on snd}, houseous and very
depressed. Be kept walldng, ond with-
in a few yords the feclings left him
28 guickly as they!'d arrived.
Covincidence? 0dd, alyvWiVesesss

S S R I R T R S S s o S S ST St St M H A I R S
FROM the Eastern Doily Press, Junce I0, T98T

"Mystery surrounds the serie tuming in of o astone crosg in Swoffham's parish

churchyard. The stine is situnted between Sexton'a House and the church,
was placed there when the churchysrd weos reorgonised, when many of the

and
older

stones were arranged in neat lires to sllow easier tidying of the grounds.But
now the gpravestone of Migs Ella ldorse, who died at the nge of 37 in 1852, is
moving. The grags around the base of the eross lies flattened besring evidenes
of o twisting oction. Hoving turned through 90 deprees the white stone cross
now faces north te south, in cohbrast to every other cruss in the churchyard -
even those right next to it....

The turiing wes firet noticed by church sexton sir. Frederick Sondell during
his wollks from his hous to the church, and he has earefully noted the position
by toxing o iine clong the face of the cross to o fixed point,

Over the post 7 years the cross lLias changed position and Mr,Sandell's
friends who mahe yerrly wisits to Swaffhem alwnys notice r definite charge.,
ssealthourh he hos an vpen mind about supernatural explonations, locenl histor—
ian ¥r, Rog Droke, of I2 Pedlars Grove, is trying to find out something about
ifigs Blla Morse. So for his research hoa revesled that she was the doughter of
Swaffhan brewer Mr. Fredericlk Murse, who poid L400 for the stoined gloss wine
dow 1in fthe church chanesl in memery of Ella, and elso ploced btrosses to her
memory in the chareh in I853, a4 yeor ofter her death. Mr. Drokels brother, ir.
Eric Droke, fesls therw mogy be mores to those memosricls than meets the eye, He
suspects the pifts micht hove been ways of easing the conscionce of Flla's fame
ily —= none of the many douphters burded in the churchysrd are commemeroted in
such a way.

"iags BElls :orse mod, or
agked Mr. Droke, "We dont't
about her,” :

Although Mr,lroks doss not believe Ells wos o witeh, he points ost thot the
inseription is sluilnr to words chouted cof the burial of witches, to proiect

{cont. on back poge)

@id she do something hor fomily wonted to oxpinte?
ko, but, it would be intriguing to find cut more
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THE
NORFOLK

GEANT

W Burgess

AFPLET from one extiremely dubious tale
in CGharles Sampson's 'Ghoste of the
Broads?!, East Anglia can lay claim to
only one traditiomsl giant: nsmely TOH
HICEATHRIFT, the gient of the Horfolk
Marshland, Tom is mentioned many times
in works on loecel folklores, but a seri—
ous attempt has never been made to fol-
low up the dozens of different threads
of logend and discover Tom's ultimate
origins. Thia is what I am ecurreantly
trying to do, and the task is po in-
volved thet this article can only hope
to lay the Toundationg for = much dee-
per study.

The msjority of the asction in the
tales . tekes place in the far wesiern
corner of Horfoll, in a rough triangle
bordered by King!s Lynn, Wisbech and
Dovnhan Market, and more specificanlly
in that ares marked nowedaoys on the map
gs 'Morghland Fen', Upon the western .
edge of this region is 'The Smeeth?!, 2 nome that once applied to the whole
Marshland, This was, in olden days, a fine pasture land about 2 milss or so
neross and of 1200 smcres in extent. Over 30,000 sheep and catitle were grared
here by the 'Seven Towns of Marshland! to wiom the ploin was common, namely
Tiluey, Terripgton, Clenchwarton, Walpole, West Walton, Walsoken and Emneth.

In T923 the area was made inte the new parish of Mershland St, Jomes, ond the
Smeeth 1s now a small village with both private ard council houges, a achoal,
pub, end small church. Somewhere in this region, sy the legends, was born Tom
Hichothrift "in the reign besfore Willism the Concqueror', the son of o poor
labourer nomed Thomns Hickathrift. His father died not long after Tom wms borm,
and hds poor old mother was forced to work dny and night to support him,since
he was very laszy, and ate a bhuge omount, "foo he was in beight", =scys cne sto-
Ty, '"when he wos but ten years of age, nbout sight Ffeeb, =nd in thickncss five
feet, znd his hand wos like untc a shoulder of mubtton; and in all porte from
top to toe;, he wes like antoe o monster, and yet his grent strength was not
lerswm®

The ecrliest printed montion of the ginsnt liekothrift cccurs in o mnssive
bonlke by John Weever, cntitled 'Apeient Funernll Merumerts'! ond doted tc I63I.(I)
Wesver reporte o troditiin of the Smeeth that Lnce upcn a time, o great conflict
broke cut bebween the inhabitmnts of the Seven Tuwmp ond thoir Londloerd, cwver
the rights and boundarics of the Smeeth, and the villagers wererdefinitel get-
ting the worst of the battle. At this time, Tom Hickathrift had got himself &
job carting beer for a King's lyrm brewer, and he often had to drive his cart
over the Marshland to Wisbech. Along comes Tom te the scone of battle and, in
Weever's words ",,.perceiving that his neiglibours were fTaint-hesrted, and ready
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to take flight, lhe shooke the Amell-tree from the cart, whick ke used instead
of s sword, and toolte one of the cart-wheeles which he held &3 s bucklerj;with
these weapons,..he act upon the...adverssries of the Common, encouraged hie

neighboura to go forward, and fight valisutly in devence of thoir liberties;

vho being animsted by his manly prowesse, they,...chased the lLandlord emd his
companie, to the utmost verge of the said Common; which from that time they

have culetly enjoved to this wery day'.

Later antiquarian writers such as Spelman in about I640(2), Cox in I720(3),
and Flomeficld in IB08(4)} follow Weever almost to the letter, apart from Dug-
dele{5), who is the 'joker in the pack?, and who will be nentioned again
shortly. However a significant divergence in story-line gpeccurs in the early
chapbooka, those slender pamphlets for consumption by the 'peasantry! that
" pedlarg hawked on the willage streoets. The earlisgt still in existence is in
the Pepysisn Library at Cembridge, printed beotueen TE660 and 1690, and besring
the title!The History of Thomas Hickothriftt!(6). low this chapbook relates how
Tom used to drive his brewcr's cerit betwoen [ynn and Wisbech, &t bocause of a
fiercs glant or ogre that dwelt in the Mershland, had to moke o long detour
around. Onc doy Tom got fod-up with this, ond on his next journey resolved o
tegt the ginnt's might, From his cave, the gilant sow Tom coming ond leapt out
to meot the tresposser, saying "Do you not see how mony heads hang upon yondeT
tree thot hove offonded my laow! But fhy head shell fong bigher than nll  the
rest for an cxnmple', To which Tom then zave the classic riposte, "A& turd in
your ftecth for your news, for you sholl
nof find me like oac of them", The ogre
enraged, doshod back inte his cove fox:
his gigentic club, while Tom up-onded
kig cart and took the axle and whesl
for hisz sword ond shield. With these
wenpons, and oftor o mighty bottle, Tom
boat the twolve—foot high giant -into
the ground and slicod off his lend,
Lfter this deed Tom bocome the horo of
the Morshlend, ond wos honeeforth lmowr
to o11 as liagter! Hickathrift, o form-
crly distinct titlo that lost its sibk—
nifiecenco in thoe I?th centuary,

Thesce two alternnte thomes, tho
defent of thoe Landlord and the sloying
of the giant, both with wheol and ¢xle,
porallcl ong aneticr one auothor until
sbout the beginning of this cenitury,
when the Londlord wersion is forgotten
and enly the glant—elaying remoing.The
problem ia, whicl trodition cnme first,
or were bhere From thc very boginning
two seperabte bt very similar toles
existing in porollel? From my ouwn cuperisnce I would say that the former is the
trusc problem, and that ensily sclvoble. Although the I7th century Pepyslon chop
book is the oldest extont, we con be Tadrly certain that there was an eorlier
origingl, probobly of the I6th century, or ot least the internsl literury evie
dcnee seens to point that woy. And, of course, the substonce of the chapbook
is derived from popular orsl tradition of indefterminate age, oz iz the subsinnce
of the possaoge in Weever. But it is the process of folklore to embellish, fo
enlarge, and thus it is that the tyrant Londlord must hove come first , to be
enlavgod and agerandiced in the populsr mind andg by the chopbook producers, co-
tering to o less intellectunl snd discerning audience that thot held by such
as Johm Weewver, For the sans resgon the Londlord hos vopdshed from curzent
Hicknthrift tradition, lesving mdy the wicked giant to be overcome by cur hero,

At this point Sir Willicm Dugdole should be mentioned sgoin, because of
the curiocus rolo-reverssl which be makce in his T662 work 'The History of Im
bonking, .. ' (5). Dugdsle somchow mahizges to twist the Weever story about,making
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Hiecksthrift himgelf into the zenlous owner of the Smeeth common-land,mightily
defending himself with wheel and axleagoinst the quarrelling villopgers, This
is o most peculior reversal, and can only be explained by o hasty and inaccor-
ate reanding of the legend ocs told by Weever,

Whilst Bhe ontiquarisns have no more to any aboutb Hickathrift'ls exploits,
the chopbooks on the other hand have o great deal more to tell. After his gloe
ying of &he Marshl-nd ogre, Tom went into the cave and found thers all the
nonster’s ill-gotten honrd of gold and silver, crough to malke him a rieh man
for life. "Tom took possession of the giznt's cove", saoys the chapbook, "
congent of the whole company, ond every one soid he deserved twice os much
more: Tom pulled dowm the cove, btuilt him o fine house vhere the cave gtoods
ond the ground thot the gisnt kept by foree and strength, some of which he
gave bo the poor for their common, the rest he mnde pastures of and divided
the most part into tillsge, to maintain him ond his mother Jone Hiekathrift,"
He then mode s desr-park roundabout, and nesr his house built = chureh of B,
Tomes "M...becnuse he killed the gisnt on that dny..." (which of the time of
writing was on August Bth). Whether or not this part of the tole influenced
the naming of the parish in I923 I do not know, but perhaps it is signific-nt
thot there has never been annother chureh of St.Jomes in the whole of the Fen-
land district.

Hith his newfound wedlth ond respectability Tom travelled for and wide
through the Morshlaond, sometimes with his pack of hounds, to guch festivities
ag Teudgel.play, bear—boiting, foot-ball, and the lilke". Ons such svent, !tho
~ minor one in tho course of the story, will ne seer to gain o grester sgigni-
ficonecs luter on, He rode one doy to whers gomes men wers laying wogers upon
a football geme, but he wog o stranger to Gthem and not sllowed to join ing
n,_.but Tom seon spoiled their sporty for he mesting the foot-ball, toaolk At
such o kick thot they never found their ball nore; they could see it fly, but
whither none could tell,.,.." The participonts becams angry at this, but Tom sim-
ply grabbed up o Ygroaot spar® from o ruined house, and fizotbened the lot of
them, On his wey kome he encounteored four armed robbers; once more i1l EUMHRS Y
faghion he slew two and wounded the others, taking £200 from them for his fro-
uble. But he loter came upon ¢ stout tinker barring his path, cnd neither
would yiesld to the other (reminiseent of the mesting betwecu Robin Hood ond
Little John), ond so gave battle with stswves. They were evenly mdtched how-
ever, until ot last Tom flung dowm his staff, invited the tinker to his home,
ond become the best of friends.

At this point the earliest chapbool versions end, but later versions have
= second port octtached, obviously written by someone Tamilinr with &hne cocrigi-
nal text, but equally obvicusly of o much later dote. A tyrpical cxample of
this would be '4 Pleassht ond Delightful History of Thomzs Hiclathrift?!, prin-
tod sometime in bhe mid_18Lh century. (7) Moany others wers produced all thru'
the I8th and I9th centuries, oll apporently based on the text of this cne.
(Morwich Central Library dated this perticular chapbook to the Ic00te, Wt by
study of the internz]l evidenee I have revised tiails to aboub I750, and the re-
vision hog now been accepted), This contirumes the explolbs of both Teom ond the
Tinker, how they were colled te the Isle of Ely to help put dewn a 10,000 {sne
reference soys 2,000) strong rcbellion, but they did it »11 by thenselves with
naught but clube as wespons: nnd when Tom's club broke, he " L..selized upon &
lusty, stout row-boned miller, and mode use of him fur n weopen, till ot len-—
gth he elearsd the fisld,.." The King waa zo pleaged with shem thot he prompily

nighted Tom snd gove the Tinker, whose nome wos Henry Nonsuch, 2 pension f-T
1ife, As 3ir Thomas Hickathrift then he turned for home, wnly bc find hisg aged
nother dying.

After this Tomls thoughts were bent towerds marrisge, aad he begon Lo cou-
rt o "rich young widow" of Combridge, named Sarah Godyng. Tim had = rival in
love though, whom he primptly trouneced; then he eawe up agalinst two hired Tro-
cpers whon he simply tucked under his arms until they, huymilizted, swore never
to trouble anyone ngain. But sven og Tom rode Lo hig wedding, up came hie ri-—
val with 2T hired ruffions to stop him — to uo awsil, for Tem just took o
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TOM HICEATTERIFT — THE MORFOLE GIANT. contimued: .
swort and sliced on aln or o leg off evory one, then hired o neorby farmer's
dung-eart to carry them homo. An arusing and rather bizarre gpisode follows ot

hig wedding-feast, which is held ir his own home. At the end of the prodeddings

he discovers o silver cup to bu missing, which is presently found on on old
woman nomed Strumbolow. Whilst the other guests nre oll for cheopping her to
pieeces for her theft, Tom devises o rother sovel method of punishment: "He
bored o Whle through her nose, ond tied a string thercto, then tied her honds
behind her back, ond ordered her to be stript naked, comanding the regt of
the old womén to:stick a eandle in her fundament, and then lead her by the

noge throupgh the strests -nd lanes of Combridge, which comical sight ecoused o

general loughter,..” I'lifbet it didl .

ot long after this, word come to the King that o foul giant riding upon
o dreadful dragon, ond with mony great beors oud lions in abiendsnee, had in-
veoded the Isle of Thoneb in Kenb, and posed o dire threat to the rest of his
Kingdon, Without argmore odo, he nade Tom the Governor of Thant, and off he
went to combot the invader, who wns o for more terrible bezat that that glant
he had defeated in the Morshland. For he was ", ..mounted upon a dreadful dra-
gon, beoting upon his shoulder a club of iron: having but one eye, which was
placed in the middle of his forhead, ond larger than o barber's bason, and se—
emed: t0 appear like a [laondng fire; his viscoge was grim ond bawny, his bock
and shoulders like snckes of prodigious length, the bristles of his beard like
rusty wire...® Hevertheless, it didn't taks long for nighty Tom with "...his
two—handed sword of ten feet long..." to deal with his opponent, first of 211
running his sword "in betueen the giant's brawny buttocks, snd out ot his be-
11¥...ond then pulling it out aognin, at eix or seven Llows he seporoted his
head from his trunk,.." With ne snore ado he suffered the dragon likewise, fi-
long comes his friend Henry the Tinker, and together they go out ond dispatch
the rest of the ravening becsta, But nlas! The Tinker is slnin by one of the
lions, and then Tom turng once more for homw, dying in less thon three weeks
of grief for his friend, And thers the chapbools end their tole,

But the legerds do not end, and nore is added over the yemrs, enlarging
and twisting variou -pisodes, until much is scoresly recognisable. Probobly
one of the earliesi edditions is related by H.J.Hillen in sbout I89I, (8) A
locsl of the Smesth tald him that when Tom had slain the Morehlsond Ogre, he
decided to cut out the gilont's tongue. Then, shortly after Tom had potie,along
comes g ropue, severed the head and took it teo the iing for a reward, Just os
the Ming wos on the point of opsiing up the royal purse, up popped Tom with
the tongue ond claimed the reword to be his, "The imperdont rereseal’, soys
the 0ld loeal, "rushed seraamin' owoay, gettin! o jolly sight more kicks than
hoftpence " This sdditions]l frogment though is not originzl to the neighbour—
heod, since it is simply a wverioot on the aneciont folk-motif off 'The Folse
Claimont!. '

The earliest incident in the chapbooks, by which Tom's great strength is
reveoled, is when he hoists onto his shulder o colesscl weight of straw,far
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more than sny other nam could carry, This hkas been nliersd by oral tradition so
that the bundle of strow, for o jokes, has huge rocks hkidden inpide it, but Tom
still lif'ts it without fuss. Likewise, Gthe four nrmed robbers that he dispntch-
ed have beeome a large band of highwsy men whom he drove cut of Esst Anglia.
The caocpter where Tom lkhdcks ¢ footbhall -ut of sight has goined o wider =udi-
ence, S0 that o Sulfollc man eon tell, in X965, (9) of "Uld Icklethrift", who
Kicked - bzll "from Beccles to Bungey.! One gource (I0) didn't like the iden
of our hero dying of grief, sc made him sinply return home, "where he passed
the remainder of his doys in great content...!

Orie of the most interestinms odjuncta to the Hiclathrift legorn] wos  on
earthen mound which stuod st the Smesth in a field south of the Villnge eross—
roads, and not far from the former Smecth Rowd railwoay stotizn. The first men-
of this I found queutbed in Gomme{II), =znd supposedly occurs in the 'Journ-1!
of the British &rchacclogienl Asgoeciation for obout the yesr T869,.(1I2) Howe
ever, L contacted the Society of Antiguaries cf Lenden, whe now asld all the
bock copieg of the 'Juurmal!, and they were complotely unable ti trace the pos-
soge in questicon, But for the sake of coumpleteress, this is what the alleped
pagsage soys: "A miund clise Fo the Smesth Hond Statiin, betwcen Iynn and Wig-
bech, is caolled the Giant's Graove, ond the inhabitonts relcte that there 1lie
the remoing of o grect giant slain by Hickathrift wiih the cort wheel and axle
Lree, 4 cresg was erected upon it, and is to be seen in the neighbsuring chure
chyard of Terrington (sic) St.Jibnls, Beoring the singulor nome of Hickathrifts
Candlestick." The perplexed question of the cross will be declt with shortly,

Next to mentivn the mound are Millexr and Skertekly in IS78(1I3), tdking
thedir infermation from a Mr.Jonathon Peckover of Wisbechi the gpenk of;

"eens mound with the morks of an entrenchment visible nround it. This is calle
ed the giantls grave, ond the pecple «f the neighbeurhecd hove a trodition that
it is hollow," Hillen(8)}, terms it “a low tumulus {scmewhnt.levelled on che
side) with distinet marke «f an cntronchment," Dutt(I4), whe wes scmething of
zn archecologist, considered it M..,zn ortificicl meound, possibily & barrow.."
In the game field, Hicifricis! cr 'Hick-thriftls Field!, was a reugh hollow
or dry pend with some form of lew bonk arvund it. & former owner of Hickpthrifi
Inrm, which s%il} stands cppesite, said in I955(15) thot there were two hollowe
"loeally known es Glant Hicknthrift!s Both and Fesding-bewl,"™ But the pend’
with the banlk rcund it was usually ecnlled 'Hickothriftls Hond-basin or Wosh-
basin', Bapil Comens<Hardy in I234(I6), with mere sntiguorisn zeal thon scou-
racy, cloimed it to be truly a "Scondan-ovisn decm ring", ond it now sesms like-
ly that he dorived this ides frim the Kelly's 'Directory of Horfolk! for 1925
(I7), where the !'doom-ring! was said to be "The 'moob! place iwice each yesr
of the sarliest inhabitants, and of their descendants downm to the close of the
Igth century, of the 3even Towms of Marshlend", Cozens-Hardy gave the added in-
formation that at midsummer the "commoners" met at the earthen mound, whilst
at Easter they gathered at St.John's Gate, a little to the. north. The truth of
thege statemonts I have yel besn unsble to verify. In march of 1929 the ponds
were filled in with eerth from the mound, snd the field ploughedeup to make
ready for the bailding of council housea. On wmy first visit to the site I was
pleasantly surprised to £ind that wost of the field iz atill rough and open,
with only = amall section of it taken up by houses and = school. A modern

house or amall derrace of houses that banks onto the field iz sbill ealled
THickethrifts Ficld., !

How to the vexed motber of the Smesth Cross, Yon will recsll that this
ancient stone cross, once standing upon the 'Giant's Grove! mound, had been
movred to the churcliyard of Terrington fit. Jebn. Miller and Skertchly(I3) o-
grec with this, as do Porter(I2) snd various other commentators. Howsver,
GCozens—Hurdy stated in I924 thot, when soil wes being corted from the mound
to i1l in the ponds, Y...o largs pedestsl, 219" sguare and IYOM hkigh with
stop-ongles was uwnearthed. Twoe foet of the shzft, now pointed, survive. The
cross has besn moved into the hedge noxt to the main vosd,.." How could it be,
I wondured, thobt a cross whick had been stated 65 ye-rs before as hoving been
moved severzl milss to nnother vwillage is swidenly found in the wery plroes it
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was suppoged Lo have besn token from? To compliecte motters, Terrington St.
John zctualily hos o stons cross zlso lmown na Hick-bhrift!s Os andlesticlk!?,
which stauaa just outside the north deor of ths church., But I have scen an old
photograph of the Smesth Cross token just ofter it wos re—discovered in  I929,
ad 1t is definibely not the some one,

The issue becomss oven mors conplex when Gozeas-Hardy says of the 2t.John
crogg bthoat ".,.some elme in the middle of the I9th ceantury when the Late Will-
igm Coglkle, who wog o churchwoarden of St.John's church, gave it to the late
Davic Ward, who removed 1% to his residence In Terrington Si, Clement, which
subseguently becoms lnown zg Hamond Lodge, and I8 now knowm as Terringston Co—
urt, where it'is still. 1% appecrs to consist of the sockelt stone with other
fragments piled uporn it...'" Thua the uext guestion is raised: How is this Cross
gtill ot St.John'!s when it wos moved to St.Element's over o century ago? The
present ounser of Terrington Jourt tells me theot "...there are ot léast tuo
stones in the grounds of {(the) Court that would appear to be port of a medicw
vol crosg...0ne source says (they were movhﬂj from the churchyord at Terring-
ton 5t. John, znd another source szys thst they were brought from the morshes
beving been n medieval mark ot one end of = morsh crogging..." (T9). Bubt ag far
o he-knows, the fragments bave no particalar loenl neome, :

So what do we have go far? We hove o crose eclled tHickathrift's Candle-
sticlk! thot tupns up ot the Swmeeth vhen it shourld he at Terrington S+, Johngwe
heve o crosas of the some nome ot St.John that should be at Terrington St. Cle-
ment; and we have Trogments of o cross ot St.Clement, with no neme, that moy

have come from either S56.John ox the marshes, Whot o muddlel! Byt hold on, th-
ore ig more to come! Hillem(8) decleores thot the Smesth cross Y...ie said to
have boen removed to Tilmey 411 Sxints churchysrd...” where it rests ocutside
the mouth porch. And indecd there ig o 'Hickathrift's Candicstick! in Tilney
churchyard — in fuet there are two. That near the south porch lesning precari-
ously upon it's socket gtone, hop four or five distinet indentotions upon  the
top of the sh-ft whieh legend asye ore the morks of gisnt Tom's fingers. Thoy
are, of course, simply holeg where o cross—pices or capitsl wos once fitted.
The second cross-gnaft hos bocome detoched from its bnpe, and ig propped agai-
ngt the woll just outaide the churehyoard gate. It beors upon the shafi the e
athered remcoing of various armorial shields., Heither of these though hos been
removed from clsswhere; rocords show tham 4o have -2lways been ot Tilney.

Back to the Smesth crogs though, 4 further clue to the unrevelline of the
mystery tumed up in the 'Sunday kxpresa! of oy T4th, 7950, where the follows-
ing is found: "4 gosint stone monument atf the bottom of s, Harry Bodgertz new
council house did nob plezse ifrg. Bodgers 2t 2ll. So Mr. Bodgoerg dug it up and
buried it, But he didn't know thot the stone had been o lzadmark in the ville
age of Marshiand Smeethisic) Horfolk, for 500 yeors. It was known as Hicka-
thrift's Candlestick, weighed three—guarters of a ton, ond wes nomed after =2
legendary giant., How the Hi1istry of Works may be approached for on order %o
hove the morument exhumed." (Continucd on nexbt page)s
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TCAM HICKATERIFT : THE HolrOLd OTANT {centimaed]):
bg far os I kow, thore was nu followeup to this in the newspoper. Although T
hove yet to pihpeint ir. Bidgers! house, there seoms 1ittle -deubt thet this
lgquaint stune monument? wes in fact tho Smecth Cross. In the 'Bastern  Doily
Press! for December 12, I964, o Mr, Oulman Green Teported thal the cress wos
25il} visible, and learned o new nane for it from o locnl formbnnd: 'Hickothrifts
Collaregtud M o

I om plessed t. soy that I hove now uncivered virtually tho whcle rTecent
histiry of the Smeeth Cross, althougn o little must be admitted as-recsonable
suppositiin. Fricr te tle mide wr late ISth contury the crisg wes ¢lezrly vis-
itle upen the summit of the 'Gizatfe Grove! miund ot the Enmeeths then, through
the setiin o wind and wecthsr 1% wes ol vercd-up by lesge sarth, snd pescple
thoeught it kad been token swsy, Antiguaries wiw come gearching for it faldled
tu £ind 16, but discivering thot there were uthers known by the sfme nome =2t
Terrington St, Jean and Tiltpey 411 Soints, surmised theot it had been remuved
to- ene +f thuse twe ploces. The I8th ecentury higtorinn Tem lartin recirds  atk
lenst bthree churchysrd crigses at Terringh.n S84.Jchn, ond a5 cndy'che is oW
vigible, it seems lilely that it was vine of these that wes remeved to Terring-
ten Court. In 1929 during clearance work the Smeeth Cruse wos uncovered, still
upun the mound., It was domoged by the workmen and pushed to cne side of the
rood, where Hr,Bodgeps! gorden wos sborily to be made, He buried it in 1950,
but scme time in the 1508 or early 'Hus o pore of the bass was rescued mnd fa-
ken t. the Wishech and Ferlcnd sluseun, There it stayed until June 6&th, 1979,
when it was given bock te the willcogers of Marahlond St.Jaomes and they, in be-
lated celebrotion of the Quesnls-Silver Jubilees, inc.rpirated the remcing
fragment in the basge of the village gign, where 1t stondes te this dey, at the
crossroads koown as Hickothrift's Curner'. And T hope that thie sorts the
whole matter out for future switers!

How to other sepocis of the Hickesthrift legend. The incident vhere Tom
kicks a football out of sight has alrecady been mentioned; bat this ssems  to
have combined, or become confused, with another cpisode where he throws a ham-
mer 5 or & fulonges into s river. The reaoulbts of this =malgamstion are almosh
as confusing as Ghe problem of the verious crosses! The earlicst written var—
iant ceccure in Hillen(8) 3in about 1291 where, although he ssems unsure whether
the migeile ig s hamer or g ball, he has altered the furlongs into milse,and
says thaet Tom hurloed it & miles from Ghe Smeeth, to actually hit the charch at
Tilney All Ssints; ands he says,; "...the croduolows willagers sbill polnt out
the =ctual spot, in the chapcel-end of thelir church, uhcre the hamier {or helll
struck the wall,.." Oxly a year later in IB92, Marray (20}, speaking of the

: church at Walpole B, Peter, says ",..there are 2
circular holes in the anorth and south walis of the
chancel opposite to each other, which tradibtiom
says wore made by a ball kicked by (Hickathrift)..m
Do, already we have o divergenece in the tales. In
1955 #r,W.5.Parsonsi’l) adds another dimension, by
reporiing that Tom “...a:nﬂunccg that he would kick
g stong ball and that wherever it fell he would be
burisd, He kicled the bell from Tilney 3i.Llawrsnce
ani 3t Lit the wall of Tilnesy ALl Sainba church,
roughly % miles ausy. Tho impsct caused a crack in
Lhe charch wall which, it was sald, could not be
pernancntly repalred,..) lext with & warient is T.0.
Lethbridee in his I957 book 'Gogmapop!(22); He an-
nounceg btikat Ton "...bhrew a missile...through the
wall ol Welpole Si. Peterls church, whore a smell
aode i atill showi...' In 1966 Randell snd Forter
“{23) say tbict Tom threw & stone 3 miles from a ri-
trer  bo Tilvey 411 Soints, and wes buried where it
fell, From the gsame govrce cones the clesim  that
Tom beat the Devil ia & gane of football 1n  the
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